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Conceptual definition of tourism flow and new discussion on the

theoretic connotation

CHEN Haibo
(Business Department, Hunan City university, Yiyang 413000, Hunan, China)

Abstract: On the basis of reference and consideration, this paper gives a new definition of the
tourism flow. It refers to the phenomenon of zero displacement generated by tourists in a tourism activi-
ty. Some dimensions of tourist flow, such as flow liquid, potential, course , dynamic mechanism and
the motion model are discussed. The absolute potential changes into the relative potential through the
dual role of promoting and hindering factors, velocity and direction of relative potential determines the
tourist flow. Then, the temporal and spatial distribution patterns of the tourist flow and their evolution
characteristics are also discussed.

Keywords : tourism flow; connotation; dynamic mechanism
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